
 

Judging Criteria 

Adherence to Topic (50%) 
The essay clearly addresses the theme of the competition and answers the question specified for each 
grade level. In addition to answering the question, the essay provides a clear understanding of the 
process of science and is scientifically accurate. 

Creativity (30%) 
Points in this category are awarded to essays that provoke a lot of thought by the reader, express ideas 
in novel ways, make clever use of vocabulary, or use interesting metaphors or poignant stories. 

Structures (20%) 
The essay is organized in a way that makes it easy for the reader to follow.  In addition, the essay 
shows grade level appropriate use of grammar, vocabulary, and writing conventions.  The essay must 
be typed using 12-point font, double spaced and less than 500 words. Teachers of students in the PK-2 
category can help with conversion of spoken essays to text. 

Submission 
Any teacher in Wisconsin can submit ONE essay in the appropriate category.  Submissions should be 
emailed as ONE file that includes both the essay and release form in .pdf format to essay@wsst.org. 
All submissions must be received by 5:00 pm (CST) on March 23, 2020. 

Essays submitted after 5:00 pm (CST) on March 23, 2020, are longer than 500 words, or do not 
include a signed release form will be disqualified.  Submissions that cannot be read will not be judged. 
Multiple essays submitted from the same teacher will be disqualified.  The decisions of the judges are 
final. 

Results will be announced at www.wsst.org on April 20, 2020 and the teacher 
of the winning entries will be notified. 

mailto:essay@wsst.org
http://www.wsst.org/


 

 

 

Rubric for Science Matters Essay Contest 
Entry Number: ____________________ Reader: _____________________ 

Criteria Exemplary (8) Proficient (6) Basic (4) Not Demonstrated 
(Less than or equal to 2) 

Points 

Adherence to Topic 
(Development of Ideas & 
Content) 

Well-developed ideas; 
introduces ideas, and responds 
to Essay prompts connecting 
with core content of the topic. 

The essay  provides clear 
understanding of the process of 
science and is scientifically 
accurate.  

Developing ideas, 
sometimes connecting with 
core content of the Essay 
topic. 

The essay provides some 
understanding of the process 
of science and is mostly 
scientifically accurate. 

Ideas are there but not fully 
developed; does not connect 
with core content of Essay 
topic. 

The essay provides limited 
understanding of the 
process of science and is 
barely scientifically 
accurate. 

Poorly developed ideas, 
which do not add to or 
connect with core content 
of topic. 

The essay does not provide 
an understanding of the 
process of science and is 
not scientifically accurate. 

 

Creativity  

(Critical Thinking) 

Clear evidence of critical 
thinking application, analysis, 
synthesis, and evaluation. Essay 
entry characterized by clarity of 
argument, depth of insight into 
issues, originality of treatment, 
and relevance. Sometimes 
include unusual insights. 
Arguments well supported. 

Essay entry has clever use of 
vocabulary, or uses interesting 
metaphors or uses poignant 
stories.  

Beginning of critical 
thinking, Essay entry tends 
to address peripheral issues. 
Generally accurate, but 
could be improved with 
more analysis and creative 
thought. Tendency to recite 
facts or textual information 
rather than address issues. 

Essay  entry is articulate and 
understandable, but there are 
minor errors in clever use of 
vocabulary or, interesting 
metaphors or, poignant 
stories. 

Critical thinking evidence 
not fully formed in Essay 
entry. Several tangential 
issues addressed. Some 
accuracy, but much more 
analysis and thought 
needed. Almost exclusively 
repeating information from 
the texts materials rather 
than addressing issues. 

Essay entry is well written 
but does not include clever 
use of vocabulary or use 
interesting metaphors or use 
poignant stories. 

Poorly developed critical 
thinking. 

Essay is poorly written and 
does not include clever use 
of vocabulary or use 
interesting metaphors or use 
poignant stories. 

 

Structures 

(Writing Mechanics, 
Clarity, Format & layout, 
timeliness) 

Essay entry is well articulated 
and understandable; flawless 
grammar, punctuation, and 
usage. 

Follows the format and layout 
according to guidelines 
provided. 

Essay entry completed and 
submitted on time. 

 

Essay entry is articulate and 
understandable, but there are 
minor errors in grammar, 
punctuation, and/or usage. 

Follows the format and 
layout according to 
guidelines provided but 
there are minor errors. 

Essay entry made within few 
hours (<24 hours) of due 
date and time. 

Essay entry is occasionally 
difficult to understand with 
several errors in grammar, 
punctuation, and/or usage. 

Follows the format and 
layout according to the 
guidelines but there are 
several errors. 

Essay entry made within 48 
hours of the due date and 
time. 

Essay entry is difficult to 
understand with many 
errors. 

Follows the format and 
layout according to 
guidelines, but have many 
errors. 

Essay entry made after 48 
hours of the due date and 
time. 
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